
reelrecovery.org800-699-4490

News
United
Message from the  
Executive Director 

On the last morning of our Paradise, 
Utah Retreat, the 12 participants 

and I were sitting in our fifth Courageous 
Conversation. For the past two days  
we had listened to each other’s stories, 
shared so honestly and openly, with 
laughter and tears, depth and meaning, 
when one of the participants, Steve,  
realized just how extraordinary this  
experience was; these twelve men had 
arrived as total strangers and had been 
able to trust each other and share their 
lives in a way he had never witnessed 
before. A bit awed by his realization, 
Steve reflected that “Reel Recovery is  
a social miracle!” That characterization 
has stuck with me since. 
 Many have called cancer the “great 
equalizer”; the disease does not discrim-
inate, and our participants have borne 
truth to that, representing every segment 
of our society. We’ve had farmers sitting 
next to bankers sitting next to bikers 
sitting next to doctors; miners next to 
lawyers next to pastors next to soldiers; 
professors, firemen, artists, mechanics.  
The list goes on, and the “miracle” is 
that none of it matters. Reel Recovery 
provides a place where our shared expe-
rience breaks down all other barriers.
 Our staff and volunteers also come 
from all walks of life, from every corner 
of the country, bonded by their love  
of fly-fishing, compassion for cancer 
survivors and a true generosity of spirit.  
They serve with caring hearts and open 
minds, welcoming the men into their 
lives, teaching with warmth and   

patience, sharing their knowledge and 
their own life stories.  Our participants 
are often in awe of this miracle of gen-
erosity; total strangers joined together 
by a common desire to give.
 All around the country and in New 
Zealand, over 300 men and 700 volun-
teers came together in 2016 and created 
this same social miracle at our 28   
Retreats. And for 13 years, over 2,600 
men at 238 Retreats have done the same. 
It’s especially striking to me this year, 
when we’ve been inundated with the 
messages of “division”, that Reel   
Recovery stands as an antidote, a sanc-
tuary where all the labels are thrown  
out and our commonality brings us  
together. Steve is right, there is indeed 
something miraculous about that. 
 At our closing circle in Oregon, Bob, 
a veteran, reflected how the bonds that 

had been created in just three days at 
the Retreat felt like the bonds he had 
with his platoon mates in Vietnam;  
for the first time in over 40 years, he  
felt such a strong level of mutual sup-
port and camaraderie that he called his 
new Reel Recovery friends a “Band  
of Brothers.” I can’t think of a more 
meaningful tribute to all of us who  
have come together to form the Reel 
Recovery community. We are united  
in our mission, and bonded by our 
shared compassion and support for  
each other.

Be Well! Fish On! 

Stan Golub, Executive Director

Winter/Spring 2017



Volunteer Spotlight…  

Arkansas
Mark Gay

mgay@dpsone.com

Arkansas
Bob Albrecht

rr.albrecht@gmail.com

California/Nevada
Jim Norton

jim@warrenreed.com

California/Nevada
Todd Wilcks

todd@warrenreed.com

Colorado
Kevin Stromberg

kevin_stromberg@ 
comcast.net

Idaho
Travis Swartz

clockriders@yahoo.com

Idaho
Travis Jones

travissjones@yahoo.com

Kentucky/Indiana
Ruby Gordon

rsgandrbg@ 
bellsouth.net

Kentucky/Indiana
Mike Lubeach 

mikeroe@bellsouth.net

Kentucky/Indiana
George Tipker

gtipker3@gmail.com

Michigan
Reg Tidball

regtidball@att.net

Missouri
Larry Carli

ljcarli@aol.com

Missouri
Steve Keller
steven.keller@ 

citizensmemorial.com

Montana
Tim Rote

tim@ 
dovetailmontana.com

Montana
Joe Roodell

jroodell@ 
ctmarchitects.com

We salute our volunteer State Coordinators, whose dedicated, caring and enthusiastic leadership form the core of Reel Recovery’s success!

New Jersey,  
New England

Grahame Marpole
troutbum5@outlook.com

New Zealand
Craig Caldwell

craig@reelrecovery. 
org.nz

Ohio
Joe Scaletta

joe@reelrecoveryoh.org

Oregon
Loran Weise

roewiese@gmail.com

Pennsylvania
Matt Brindle

mbrindle@ 
nycsd.k12.pa.us

Virginia
Steve Lindsey

slindsey@ 
ivyventures.com

Oklahoma
Martin Weaver
okieflier@att.net

Louisiana
Clint Crowe

clint.crowe@gmail.com

Louisiana
Skip Palmintier

skip.palmintier@ 
gmail.com

Virginia
Vic Brugh

antresco@outlook.com

Utah
John Kern

johnkern28@gmail.com

Washington
Kris Kristoferson

augustk@ 
virtualstream.com

Wisconsin/Iowa
Jeremy Southworth

jsoutherworth@ 
centurytel.net

Utah
Brent Rawson

brentrawson@ 
comcast.net

Texas
Mike Emerson

mgemerson1944@ 
gmail.com
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My husband, Don, attended the Reel Recovery retreat in August.  
Since his return home from the “Great Weekend”, he has talked 
often of the people he met, his conversations with you all, and  
his fishing on the Umpqua. He has enjoyed sharing his fishing 
weekend with his visitors; like a true fisherman, it seems like 
those fish get bigger and bigger with each sharing! His time with 
you changed his life and gave him hope in his cancer journey.  
I am sharing this with you as a reminder of how we influence  
others by simply living our daily lives. Please accept these words 
of encouragement as you continue to do this good work.
Wife of 2016 Participant, Don

I came to the Retreat looking for peace 
and to be with others who understand.  
I found both! Talking with the other men 
helped me learn so much about myself, 
reduce my stress and find peace.  
Thank you!
Leroy, 2016 Participant

Our retreat was a great eye opening experience  
for me, someone who never believed group talk  
had any value in my life. I had given up on support 
groups, and I was not real sure this was a safe  
place to express myself until I saw guys who felt   
the same way I have felt with tears in their eyes  
expressing my same feelings. I was totally disarmed 
and laid flat. The Reel Recovery group really spoke 
to my heart and mind; an honest group of real  
men being real with each other who accept and  
are dealing with the crap hand we were dealt.
Michael, 2016 Participant

I’m sure this is a sentiment 
you have heard hundreds of 
times but I am truly having 
difficulty finding words that 
I feel adequately express my 
gratitude for this experience. 
I am forever changed in 
such a positive way. I am 
blessed, humbled, stronger 
and inspired. My thanks to 
you and all who made this 
retreat possible. I will never 
forget each one of you.
Rich, 2016 Participant

Rich (l) and participant Ted

This retreat changed my life!   
Thank all of you guys for being   
so caring and compassionate. I am  
a Vietnam Vet and there, we were   
a band of brothers; we had each  
other’s backs and bonded in life  
and death. It’s been 40 years and   
I never thought I’d have that  
experience again. Now I have— 
we are a Band of Brothers!
Bob, 2016 Participant

Sharing Their Stories….

Bob, (bottom right) and his Band of Brothers

Don and his 
“bigger and 
bigger” fish

Leroy (l) and Buddy Mike

Michael (l) and participant Paul



News of Note…  Please join us on Facebook  and keep up to date  
with all Reel Recovery activities during the year.

Generous Support in 2016
We thank these major sponsors, and hundreds of 
other individuals and organizations who supported 
Reel Recovery in 2016.  Your generosity allowed us to 
conduct 28 Retreats and serve over 300 men, another 
outstanding year! As we are wholly donor supported, 
please consider a contribution today to help us serve 
more men in 2017!

Bayer
Bon Secours Richmond 

Health System
Bozeman Deaconess  

Health System
Cancer Centers of  

Southwest Oklahoma
Cancer League of Colorado
Cancer Treatment Centers 

of America
Carson-Tahoe Cancer  

Resource Center
Cedarwood Lodge— 

Arkansas
Chimy’s Cerveceria
CoBank
D.A. Davidson & Co.
Derby City Fly Fishers
Don Garber
89er Chapter Trout  

Unlimited
EKJ Enterprises
Frieda and William Hunt 

Memorial Trust
Genentech
High Sierra Flycasters
Intracoastal City Drydock
Jim & Pam Grange
Kentucky Cancer Program
L.L. Bean
Lone Tree Brewing  

Company
Los Padres Prostate  

Cancer Charity
Lower Mountain Fork River 

Foundation
Mad River Outfitters

McDaniel Family  
Foundation

McLaren Foundation
Mechanicsburg Club
Optiv
Orvis
OUHSC Stephenson  

Cancer Center
Owens & Minor
Patagonia
Plumbers & Steamfitters 

Local Union #434
Project Healing Waters  

Fly Fishing
Rees & Barb Davis
Robertson Family  

Foundation
Rudolph Community 

Bowling Committee
Salt Lake County  

Fish & Game
Southeast Texas Sport 

Fishing Association 
Spey Doctor
St. Luke’s Health System
Temple Fork Outfitters
Trophy Tractor
Trout Unlimited—Chapters
Umpqua Feather  

Merchants
US Bancorp Foundation
Valley Health System
Virginia Cancer Institute
Virginia Urology
Wal-Mart 
When The Line Goes Tight
 

Donation Form
Here is my gift of:

❑ $75 Please send me a Reel Recovery Logo Hat 
  One size fits all

❑ $150 Please send me a Reel Recovery Logo Buff   
  One size fits all

❑ $350 Please send me a Reel Recovery/Patagonia  
  Fleece Vest Circle size below
  Men’s Size:        M L XL 2XL
  Women’s Size:   S M L 

❑ $700 Please send me a Reel Recovery/Patagonia  
  Fleece Jacket Circle size below
  Men’s Size:        M L XL 2XL
  Women’s Size:   S M L 

❑ Here’s my gift of $________.  ❑  No premium, thanks.

Name __________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ____________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

❑ Check Enclosed          ❑ VISA    ❑ Mastercard    ❑ Discover

❑ Card #________________________________________________ 

Exp. Date _______________________ Security code _____________

Please make checks payable to Reel Recovery and mail to  
Reel Recovery, 160 Brookside Road, Needham, MA 02492

Reel Recovery is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, tax ID#91-2193394. Contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Value of the premium might not be deductible.

T H A N k  y O u  f O R  y O u R  D O N A T i O N

We Honor, With Gratitude…
Ken and Mary Ann Green, owners of the  
Cedarwood Lodge in Flippin Arkansas, who  
for the past 8 straight years have donated their 
beautiful facility—all lodging and meals—for 
staff, participants and volunteers at our Arkansas 
Retreats. The value of their donation—literally 
tens of thousands of dollars—goes far beyond 
the financial; their extraordinary generosity  
of spirit is a constant inspiration to us all!

Two New Board Members
Justin Short is a practicing psychotherapist and avid fly-fisher 
living in Bozeman, MT. He has already facilitated several Reel 
Recovery Retreats, including three of our Veterans Retreats 
and brings a wealth of experience in psycho-social group 
leadership and cancer support activities.

 Phil Monahan is 
one of the most 
recognizable and 
admired writers in  
the fly-fishing 
world, formerly editor at Outdoor 
Life and American Angler and cur-
rently running the Orvis News site.  
Phil brings to Reel Recovery his 
breadth of knowledge and passion 
for the sport, and his wonderful 
ability to advocate for our mission. 

Please Give Us A Hand!  
Our goal is to conduct 30 Retreats in 2017, serving over 350 men living with 
cancer. To do this, WE NEED YOUR HELP! Every dollar is important, as 87% of 
your donation goes directly to Program Services. That’s about as efficient as 
you’ll find for any non-profit! Please join us today so we can continue this 
good work together.

Justin Short

Phil Monahan

Ken and 
Mary Ann 
Green


