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News
My first “Message from the Execu-

tive Director” in our inaugural 
2006 Newsletter was titled: “A Wonder-
ful Community.” This is now my 10th 
annual Message, and that first title rings 
just as true today. While we’ve come  
so far and grown so much, (now 8,000 
strong!), we are still fundamentally the 
same: a wonderful community based  
on caring and compassion, love and 
healing; open hearts and generosity of 
spirit, steadfast in our mission to help 
men living with cancer. 
 And 2015 was a wonderful year  
for our community!
 We conducted 28 Retreats, our most 
ever, serving over 300 men in 19 States 
and New Zealand. We expanded to Ohio 
and Virginia, and added a new Houston-
area Retreat in Texas. Reel Recovery 
New Zealand is self-funded, self-sus-
taining and adding a second Retreat.  
We broadened our scope to include a 
Retreat for Disabled Veterans with Can-
cer in partnership with Project Healing 
Waters (see page 4). Our active volun-
teer team has grown to over 700, and 
our funding has increased for the   
12th straight year!
 As in those early years, we continue 
to put every possible dollar into serving 
our men, expanding geographically 
while sustaining the exemplary quality 
and integrity of each and every Retreat.  
We are lean, efficient and so very effec-
tive—as a community, we can be proud 
of the manner we operate and the life-
changing impact we have on so many.

 Now, after 10 of these letters, I’d 
rather let some other voices from our 
community speak; like those on page 3, 
they so eloquently express what Reel 
Recovery is all about:

•	 “For	me	it	was	a	life	changing	expe-
rience.	I’ve	been	in	pain	for	5-1/2	
years	and	for	a	few	hours	I	forgot	
that	I	was	even	in	pain	or	even	had	
cancer.	I’ve	been	in	so	much	pain	
that	I	often	thought	about	giving	up.		
But	the	guys	in	the	circle,	they	all	
saved	my	life.	I	left	the	retreat	with		
a	whole	new	outlook	on	life.”

•	 “Fears	were	lost,	insecurities	were	
lost,	and	tears	were	lost.	What	was	
gained	was	a	sense	of	love	and	com-
passion	for	my	brothers!	Brothers	
that	I	have	only	known	for	two	and	a	
half	days,	we	were	bonded.	Fishing	

has	always	helped	me	gain	new	friends	
but	this	time	I	gained	a	family.”	

•	 “I	can’t	thank	you	enough	for	the		
experience	you	gave	my	husband.		
I	have	never	seen	him	enjoy	anything	
as	much	as	he	did	that	retreat.	He	
was	so	happy	when	he	came	home.	
He	said	his	cancer	went	away	for	
three	days.	What	a	great	thing	you		
do	for	those	guys.”

•	 “Thank	you	for	helping	us	realize		
we	do	matter.”

Our Reel Recovery Community.  
Still Wonderful!

Be Well! Fish On! 

Stan Golub, Executive Director
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Host Facilities
These are the wonderful facilities that hosted 
our Retreats in 2015. They are all exceptional 
places, very generous to Reel Recovery and 
hospitable and caring to all their guests. If you 
have a chance, please visit and say you’re a 
friend of Reel Recovery!

A r k A n S A S
Cedarwood Lodge—Flippin

C A l i F o r n i A / n E vA D A
Clearwater Lodge—Fall River Mills
Hunewill Guest Ranch—Bridgeport

Co lo r A D o
Bar Lazy J Ranch—Kremmling
North Fork Ranch—Shawnee

i D A H o
Wild Horse Creek Ranch—Mackay

lo u i S i A n A
White Lake Lodge—Vermilion Parish

k E n t u C k y / i n D i A n A
Wooded Glen—Henryville

M i C H i g A n
Ranch Rudolf—Traverse City

M i S S o u r i
Westover Farms—Steelville

M o n tA n A 
Dome Mountain Ranch—Emigrant

n E W  J E r S E y
Inn at Millrace Pond—Hope

n E W  Z E A l A n D
Castle Rock—Te Awamutu

o H i o
Rockwell Springs Trout Club—Clyde

o k l A H o M A
Lakeview Lodge—Broken Bow

o r E g o n 
Big K Ranch—Elkton

P E n n S y lvA n i A
Allenberry Resort—Boiling Springs

t E x A S
Camp Allen—Navasota
Joshua Creek Ranch—Bourne
Stillwater Lodge—Glen Rose

u tA H
Falcon’s Ledge—Altamont
White’s Ranch—Paradise

v i r g i n i A
Graves Mountain Lodge—Syria
Rose River Farm—Syria

WA S H i n g to n 
Canyon River Ranch—Ellensburg

virginia is for Fly Fishers
Back in May, 2014, we received a  
simple email: “I am interested in explor-
ing the possibility of starting a Reel  
Recovery Program in Virginia.” Little did 
we know that the email’s author, Steve 
Lindsey, would step up and deliver not 
just one 2015 Virginia Retreat, but three 
in the first year! Originally planning on 
two Retreats, Steve and his wonderful 
team of volunteers seamlessly added  
a third in late October—our first-ever 
Retreat for Veterans with Cancer. Thanks 
Steve for a phenomenal first year!
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volunteer Spotlight…  

Everything iS Bigger in texas
When our late Board member Warren 
Wolf made a fly club presentation 
some years back, Mike Emerson was in 
attendance and was immediately hooked 
on helping Reel Recovery. Now, as Texas 
State Coordinator he has built the Texas 
Program into our largest, adding a fourth 
Retreat this year in the Houston area, 
and helping the Oklahoma Team expand 
their Program to two Retreats. He’s built 
a volunteer team of over 150, cultivated 
a sustaining donor base and is a tireless 
champion for men with cancer. Thank 
you Mike, for your years of caring, 
dedicated service!

700+ active, dedicated volunteers, our heart and soul, drive the good work that  
Reel Recovery accomplishes each year. They allow us to operate with only two  
paid employees, keeping our overhead low and efficiently applying over 85% of  
all funds directly into our Retreat Program. We could spotlight dozens and dozens—
all of them really, but here are several in particular who have lead our growth  
over the past year. 

Joe, front right, and the Ohio Retreat group

Mike (l) with participant LC’s first fish

rockin’ & reelin’ in ohio
After participating in our 2014 Michigan Retreat, Joe Scaletta was determined   
to bring Reel Recovery to his home state of Ohio. With the help of his family, Joe 
raised the seed funding for Ohio 2015, then found a fantastic facility, recruited all 
the Buddies, support staff  and 14 participants, and coordinated a perfect Retreat  
in June. Not stopping there, Joe then organized the First Annual “Rockin’ & Reelin’ 
Reel Recovery Fundraiser” in October. With over 200 guests and dozens of spon-
sors, Joe raised over $25,000, ensuring the long-term future of Reel Recovery  
in Ohio. Well done Joe!

Steve
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“The bonds that were created in that short  
48 hour period will last a lifetime for me. My 
whole outlook on life is no longer a dark cave. 
Somehow just saying thanks just doesn’t do  
it justice. So I will say ‘Be Well, Fish On’.   
I truly love you guys.”
Wolf, 2015 Virginia Veteran’s  
Retreat Participant

Words can’t express the overwhelming gratitude I have  
for this program. I truly believe that this retreat not only 
lifted my dad’s spirit but gave him the strength to continue 
on this journey. Seeing him smile, and I mean truly smile 
from within his soul when he told me “I don’t have 15 new 
friends, I have 15 new brothers” was so heart-warming. 
But the words that came next I could never thank you 
enough for: my Dad said “I WILL NEVER GIVE UP”. 
You people are truly amazing. Be Well! Fish On!
Daughter, of 2015 Participant, Louis

What you all do at Reel Recovery is HUGE!  
Creating a safe place for total strangers to 
open their hearts, their hurts and their healing 
is so needed, more important than I ever 
thought.  When I heard, felt and saw the pain 
some of these guys had been carrying around, 
myself included, and the relief and gratitude 
we had to be able to let it out without judge-
ment, I came to appreciate the need and how 
well Reel Recovery fills that need. Keep up the 
amazing work, putting people together to heal!
Rick, 2015 NJ Participant

My preconception of what a Reel  
Retreat session would comprise wasn’t 
completely off; we did fly fish. What we 
did in the interim was an awakening. 
We laughed, we cried, we expressed 
thoughts and feelings long hidden and 
intentionally buried. I say ‘we’ because 
I know I was not alone in opening my 
heart. I could see it in my compadre’s 
eyes and hear it in their voices. The 
Courageous Conversations are aptly 
named.  
  We befriended not just the partici-
pants but everyone involved. I think  
we all, participants and others alike, 
forgot cancer not only when we were 
fishing but also in our private conver-
sations. At least it wasn’t foremost in 
our minds. That alone is invaluable. 
We are fishermen now, not cancer  
victims. The entire experience will  
be strong in my heart forever. 
Randall, 2015 OR Participant

Louis, smiling soul

Randall in Courageous Conversation

Rick (l) and Buddy Don 

To see 30 men who are complete strangers on Friday 
leave on Sunday best friends and brothers is so powerful; 
I am humbled by the people I met. The retreat impacted 
my life in the following ways.... I now know more than 
ever how I want to live my life, what kind of person I 
want to be, and what legacy I want to leave behind when 
my time comes. To my brothers of Reel Recovery, thank 
you. You have truly changed my life. To the brave men 
battling cancer, thank you. Your words and stories have 
made me a better man. 
Brad, Idaho 2015 Fishing Buddy

Brad 
(front 
row, 
center) 
and the 
2015 
Idaho 
Buddies

Sharing their Stories….

Wolf (l) and Buddy David



news of note…  

Donation Form

Please join us on Facebook  and keep up to date 
with all Reel Recovery activities during the year.

in loving Memory
It’s with heavy hearts that we share the passing of one 
of our dearest friends, Dr. George Patterson. “Dr. George,” 
was a six-year pancreatic cancer survivor when he joined 
us as a participant in California in 2006. With his caring 
personality, passion for fly fishing and many years as a 
psychologist, he was the perfect fit for us, and became  
a Retreat Facilitator the next year. Dr. George was irre-
pressible, gregarious, funny, talented, huge-hearted;  
he LOVED life and approached every challenge with an 
indomitable spirit. He was an inspiration to all of us who worked with him, and  
to hundreds of men he touched leading our Retreats. Be Well, George; Fish On!

Serving veterans 
with Cancer
We’re excited to announce a 
new partnership with Project 
Healing Waters! In October, 
we joined together to offer  
a Reel Recovery Retreat for 
Veterans with Cancer. The 
Retreat in Syria Virginia was  
a powerful success, and   
both organizations are now 

excited about expanding this partnership. In addition to Reel Recovery’s planned 
schedule of 28–30 Retreats, we are also scheduling 3–4 joint PHW Retreats across 
the country in 2016. We are proud and honored to be able to expand our services 
to Veterans living with cancer. 

generous Support in 2015
We thank these major sponsors, and hundreds of 
other individuals and organizations who support-
ed Reel Recovery in 2015. Your generosity allowed 
us to conduct 28 Retreats and serve over 300 men, 
our most ever! As we are wholly donor supported, 
please consider a contribution today to help us 
serve more men in 2016!

Accuvant
Axia Energy*
Bayer*
Bon Secours Richmond 

Health System
Bozeman Deaconess  

Health System
Cancer Centers of  

Southwest Oklahoma
Cancer League of Colorado
Cancer Treatment Centers 

of America
Carson-Tahoe Cancer  

Resource Center*
Cedarwood Lodge— 

Arkansas
Charities, Inc.*
Chimy’s Cerveceria
D.A. Davidson & Co.
Derby City Fly Fishers
89er Chapter Trout Unlimited
Enterprise Holdings  

Foundation 
Fort Worth Fly Fishers
Genentech
High Sierra Flycasters
Jered Coones Memorial 

Foundation*
Kentucky Cancer Program
L.L. Bean*
Lone Tree Brewing  

Company*
Los Padres Prostate Cancer 

Charity*
Lower Mountain Fork River 

Foundation
McDaniel Family Foundation

McLaren Foundation
Mechanicsburg Club
Millennium/Takeda  

Pharmaceuticals
Northeast Fly Fishing 

Guide Service
Orvis*
OUHSC Stephenson  

Cancer Center
Patagonia
Project Healing Waters  

Fly Fishing*
Rudolph Community 

Bowling Committee*
SE Wisconsin Chapter—

TU*
Silicon Valley Bank
Southeast Texas Sport 

Fishing Association 
St. Luke’s Health System*
Temple Fork Outfitters
Texas Flyfishers
Thomas P. Waters  

Foundation
Troutbusters of Missouri
Trout Unlimited – Chapters
Umpqua Feather Merchants
Urology of Virginia
US Bancorp Foundation
Valley Health System
Virginia Cancer Institute
Virginia Urology
Wal-Mart 
Washington Fly Fishing 

Club
 
* new supporter in 2015

Wish list: Boots & Waders!  
As we continue to grow, our equipment needs grow too! We’re in need of a  
couple dozen pairs of boots and breathable waders. Many of you fly fishers out 
there might have a spare pair or two, even slightly worn, that would be great   
for our participants to use at Retreats. Larger sizes preferred, and we’ll pay  
the freight! Contact us at 800-699-4490 or at info@reelrecovery.org.

Here is my gift of:

❑	 $75 Please send me a Reel Recovery Logo Hat 
  One	size	fits	all

❑	 $150 Please send me a Reel Recovery Logo Buff   
  One	size	fits	all

❑	 $350 Please send me a Reel Recovery/Patagonia  
  Fleece Vest Circle	size below
  Men’s Size:        M L XL 2XL
  Women’s Size:   S M L 

❑	 $700 Please send me a Reel Recovery/Patagonia  
  Fleece Jacket Circle	size below
  Men’s Size:        M L XL 2XL
  Women’s Size:   S M L 

❑	Here’s my gift of $________.  ❑		No premium, thanks.

Name __________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ____________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

❑	Check Enclosed          ❑	VISA    ❑	Mastercard    ❑	Discover

❑	Card #________________________________________________ 

Exp. Date _______________________ Security code _____________

Please make checks payable to Reel	Recovery and mail to  
Reel Recovery, 160 Brookside Road, Needham, MA 02492

Reel Recovery is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, tax ID#91-2193394. Contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Value of the premium might not be deductible.

T H A N k  y O u  F O R  y O u R  D O N A T I O N


