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News
Warren Wolf drove 900 miles 

from his home in Ft. Worth, 
Texas to attend our Basalt, Colorado 
Retreat in June, 2007.  Into his third 
year of battling stage-four melanoma, 
Warren was looking for support from 
kindred spirits and (he’d be the first  
to admit) a chance to fish the blue  
ribbon trout streams of Colorado.
 Like all the 1,200 men who have 
attended a Reel Recovery Retreat, 
Warren participated in our sacred Vest 
Ceremony, inscribing his name on one 
of our fishing vests and wearing it 
throughout the Retreat. As the picture 
shows, Warren infused that vest with 
his infectious joy and irrepressible 
love of life. Dozens of men have signed 
it and worn it since, carrying Warren’s 

Warren in his vest

spirit like a hand of support on their 
shoulders.
 I had the pleasure of spending those 
three days in Basalt with Warren, and 
when we said our good-byes, he vowed 
that he would bring Reel Recovery  
to Texas. Sure enough, within a year 
he had secured funding, volunteers, 
participants and a great facility for  
our first annual Texas Retreat, held in 
Boerne in 2008. He was such a posi-
tive ambassador for Reel Recovery, we 
added him to our Board of Directors 
in 2009, and I had the privilege and 
joy of feeling his hand of support on 
my shoulder every day as we worked 
together to build Reel Recovery.
 Warren’s cancer metastasized into 
his brain in 2010, and despite the rav-
ages of radiation, chemo and tumors, 
he continued to pour his heart into 
Reel Recovery, sometimes through 
insomnia-induced emails at 2:00AM 
that were nonetheless insightful and 
encouraging. Even when I visited him 
in May, 2011, just a day before he 
died, he was still fully engaged with 
life and with Reel Recovery, enthused 
about the future of the organization, 
sharing laughs and tears about the good, 
meaningful times we shared. He was 
delighted we were going to conduct 
19 Retreats in 2011, serving over 200 
men in 14 states, and that the future of 
the organization was strong and bright.
 In honor of Warren, I attended our 
last Retreat of 2011, in his beloved 

Texas, and was honored to conduct 
the Vest Ceremony for the men at that 
Retreat. I held up Warren’s vest, see-
ing his name along with those of 55 
other men who had worn it over the 
past eight years.  
 I could feel the river of strength 
and courage, joys and sorrows that 
flowed through that vest, the deep, 
abiding legacy of Reel Recovery. We 
retired Warren’s vest that day, giving 
it to his life partner Debbie McKin-
ney. But the force of his spirit contin-
ues to flow from it, and I still feel his 
hand on my shoulder as together we 
build this organization he so deeply 
loved. 

Be Well! Fish On!

Stan Golub, Executive Director

A River of Strength and Courage
Message from the Executive Director

Winter/Spring 2012

Vest Ceremony, November 2011
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Montana
Tim Rote

tim@dovetailmontana.com

Volunteer Spotlight: Our State Coordinators

Reel Recovery has been able to operate so  
efficiently with only one full-time staff because 
we have an incredible team of over 500 dedi-
cated, enthusiastic and caring Volunteers. We 
rely on our State Teams to raise local funds, 
recruit participants, organize Fishing Buddies 
and build community awareness, and they 
work year-round to make our Retreat Programs 
so successful. We want to shine a spotlight on 
the leaders of those State Teams and invite you 
to contact them directly for information about 
Reel Recovery in their states. 

Arkansas
Wayne Patton

wayne.patton@gmail.com

Iowa/Wisconsin
Bob Bernard

bearbernard@yahoo.com

Missouri
Dave Caravella

dave@reelrecoverymo.org

California/Nevada
Bob Macias

macfotofly@charter.net

Kentucky/Indiana
Ruby Gordon, Mike Lubeach

rsgandrbg@bellsouth.net, mikeroe@bellsouth.net

Colorado
Rees Davis

reesjr@aol.com

Louisiana
Rusty Dunn, Clint Crowe

caandu@lusfiber.net, clint.crowe@gmail.com

Oregon
Loran Weise

roewiese@gmail.com

Idaho
Dick Wilson

rwilsonid@cableone.net

Michigan
Greg Snyder

gjsnyder@umflint.edu

Pennsylvania
Ed DiGangi

eldigangi87@aol.com

Texas
Debbie McKinney

debbie@debbiemckinney.com

Utah
John Kern, Brent Rawson

john@avreps.net, brentrawson@comcast.net

Washington
Kris Kristoferson

augustk@virtualstream.com
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“As I lay awake last night thinking 
about my first chemo treatment  
tomorrow, I realized how much Reel 
Recovery helped me as a “Buddy”   
to see the courage and battles fought 
by those men that I had the honor to 
befriend in this great organization.   
I truly believe that their courage has 
rubbed-off on me and that it was all 
meant to happen for a reason: to be  
a volunteer for RR has helped me   
in an unexpected way to prepare  
for the battle for which I am about  
to embark. I’m sure that someone 
has already realized the power of  
this relationship, but it has sure  
become much clearer to me tonight. 
I’m ‘Hooked’.”  Mark S., former  
Buddy and 2011 Kremmling, CO 
Participant, newly diagnosed  
with brain cancer. 

Stewart T. and Buddy Tim

Richard C. (r) and Buddy Mark 

Richard F. (l) and Buddy Ted 

Rex S. (r) and Buddy Sam

Mark S. (l) and Buddy Ron

Sharing Their Stories….

“When I was first diagnosed, I was so determined to beat  
this disease. Over time I found it harder and harder to stay 
positive. I didn’t totally surrender, but I lost my intense  
determination and will to live. I became plagued by doubt, 
depression and anxiety. I am here to tell you that I have  
been recharged. This retreat was an amazing, life affirming 
experience. My belief that I will beat the odds has been  
restored. I am re-engaged in living my life to the fullest  
and being grateful for everyday.  I am dreaming and making 
plans again for life. My spirit feels restored. My belief that   
I have a purpose as of yet unfulfilled is again inspiring  
in me a great will and intense desire to live.”   
Rex S., Colorado Participant, September, 2011

The Reel Recovery Retreat in Markleeville  
was a very powerful weekend for me; so full  
of courage and strength, gratitude and hope.  
I left the retreat with a new outlook on life.   
I felt a power flow through my spirit that I  
never felt before. I left the retreat having new 
friendships and brotherhood.  You all are in-
credible and caring men that walk with grace.  
I’m so honored to have met you all, and thank 
you for what you do for others. Stewart T.,  
Nevada Participant, July 2011

“It was truly a joy to attend this Retreat.  
It was enlightening, educational, entertain-
ing and emotionally fulfilling. For the last 
two days, I literally forgot I had cancer! 
Richard F., Loveland, CO Participant, 
May 2011

“The Courageous Conversations were  
exceptional; very meaningful and heart- 
felt and I needed that more than I knew.  
It was so valuable to come to terms with  
my cancer, and to see what other men are 
feeling and experiencing.” Richard C., 
Missouri Participant, April, 2011



We Welcome 
Dr. Dick Wilson  
to our Board
We are delighted to wel-
come Dr. Richard “Dick” 
Wilson to our Board of  
Directors. Dick is a prac-
ticing neurologist and  
ardent fly fisher living in 
Boise, ID.  After volunteer-
ing at our 2009 Montana 
Retreat, Dick was deter-
mined to bring Reel Recovery to Idaho; a year later, he  
had us up and running with our first Idaho Retreat, and  
in 2011 he was able to double our efforts. We’re excited  
to have Dick on board now to help at the national level. 

News of Note…

Here is my gift of:

❑	 $75 Please send me a Reel Recovery cotton T-shirt.
  Unisex sizes: Circle choice below
  Size:     S      M      L      XL      2XL     3XL
❑	 $150 Please send me a Reel Recovery logo wallet   
  and CHUMS brand sunglass retainer.
❑	 $350 Please send me a Reel Recovery/Ex-Officio   
  Fishing Shirt. Circle size below
  Men’s Size:        M L XL 2XL
  Women’s Size:   S M L 
❑	 $700 Please send me a Reel Recovery/TFO 4pc,   
  5wt Fly Rod and case.
❑	Here’s my gift of $________.   ❑		No premium, thanks.

Name __________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ____________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

❑	Check Enclosed          ❑	VISA    ❑	Mastercard    ❑	Discover

❑	Card #________________________________________________ 

Exp. Date _______________________ Security code _____________

Donation Form

Please make checks payable to Reel Recovery and mail to Reel Recovery, 160 Brookside Road, Needham, MA 02492
T H A N K  y O u  F O R  y O u R  d O N A T i O N .

Reel Recovery is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, tax ID#91-2193394. Contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Value of the premium might not be deductible.

Generous Support in 2011
We thank these major sponsors, and hundreds of other individuals 
and organizations who joined them in supporting Reel Recovery in 
2011.  Despite the rough economy, our revenue has grown every 
year, and we were able to conduct 19 Retreats in 14 states in 2011, 
including new Retreats in Missouri and Louisiana. All completely  
free to the participants! 

Brown Bear Society–Texas
Cancer League of  

Colorado
Carson-Tahoe Cancer  

Center
Cedarwood Lodge– 

Arkansas
Citizens Memorial  

Healthcare*
Colorado Neurological 

Institute
D.A. Davidson & Co.*
Ex-Officio

Fred H. and Mary S. Dore 
Charitable Foundation*

Genentech
High Sierra Flycasters
John Wayne Cancer  

Foundation
Kentucky Cancer Program
Key Bank*
McLaren Foundation*
Oakley
Rocky Mountain Cancer 

Centers*
Safeco Insurance*
Saint Alphonsus  

Foundation*

Saint Luke’s–Idaho*
Silicon Valley Bank
Temple Fork Outfitters
Trout Unlimited–Chapters
Umpqua Feather  

Merchants
US Bancorp Foundation*
Wal-Mart & Sam’s Club
Washington Fly Fishing 

Club
Williams, Inc.

* new supporter in 2011

New Reel Recovery T-Shirt!

The 100% Cotton  
Hanes Beefy-T® 
with front and 
back Reel Recov-
ery Logo is avail-
able through March 
2012 only as a gift to 
you for your donation 
of $75.00.  You can’t buy 
it anywhere, so be the 
first on your block by 
donating $75.00 today!

By popular demand, we’re 
introducing the Reel Recovery  
               T-Shirt for 2012! 

Wonderful photos from our 19 Retreats in 2011 are   
now up on our website, along with over 1,500 pictures   
from previous years.  Visit our Gallery: 
www.reelrecovery.org/photos/main.php

Visit Our Photo Gallery


