Offering a respite

Frank Wilkinson of North Hollywood, Calif,, casts into a
Richard Sublett’s rainbow trout during Reel Recovery.

With a rod and a reel,
cancer takes back seat

by Sheila Gardner

sgardner@recordcourier.com

Its not about the cancer, its
about the fishing,

For nine men in various stages
of cancer treatment and recovery, a
few days angling at the Pleasant
Valley Fly-Fishing Preserve offers a
welcome respite.

The Reel Recovery participants
arrived Tuesday as strangers for the
most part, and left Thursday as
friends.

“This is one enthusiastic bunch

of guys,” said Jim Norton of
Gardnerville, a staff member for
Reel Recovery, a national organiza-
tion that hosts similar events across
the United States.

The men — who came from
California and Nevada to the free
retreat — fish and talk.

“We call them ‘courageous con-
versations,” Norton said. “Its a
group setting that encourages
them to talk about their cancer,
something men generally don't like

See Reel on page 6

pond in Pleasant Valley during Reel Recovery on Thursday. Below, fishing buddy Tom Kriethe of Gardnerville measures
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